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DAVID SCOTT CONNER 
 

205E Morrill Hall  
146 University Place  
Burlington VT 05405 

(802) 656-1965 
david.conner@uvm.edu 

 
 

EDUCATION:  
Doctor of Philosophy, Agricultural Economics, Cornell University, 2002. Department of 
Applied Economics and Management.  
 
Master of Extension Education, University of Vermont, 1997. Department of Community 
Development and Applied Economics. 
 
Bachelor of Science, Pennsylvania State University, 1987. Majored in Life Sciences, minored 
in Philosophy. 
 
 

ACADEMIC EXPERIENCE: 
Professor, Department of Community Development and Applied Economics (CDAE), University 
of Vermont (UVM), 2020-present. Teaches and conducts transdisciplinary, mixed methods, 
applied social science research in community development and resilient food systems.  
 
Associate Professor with Tenure, CDAE, University of Vermont, 2014-2020.  
 
Advising Coordinator, Food Systems Master of Science program, 2016-2019.  
 
Assistant Professor, CDAE, University of Vermont, 2010-2014. 
 
Assistant Professor (fixed term), C. S. Mott Group for Sustainable Food Systems, Department of 
Community, Agriculture, Recreation and Resource Studies,  Michigan State University, 2009-
2010.  Conducted research on economic opportunities and outcomes of sustainable agriculture 
and food systems, including cost of production, marketing and supply chain analyses 
 
Research Specialist, C. S. Mott Group for Sustainable Food Systems, Michigan State University, 
2004-2009.  Conducted research on economic opportunities and outcomes of sustainable 
agriculture and food systems. 
 
Research Specialist, Emerging Markets Program, Northeast Organic Network (NEON), 
Department of Applied Economics and Management, Cornell University, 2002-2004. Conducted 
research on organic farming, marketing and labeling. 
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Research Fellow, Department of Applied Economics and Management, Cornell University, 
2000-2002. Utilized survey and experimental methods of measuring willingness to pay for food 
characteristics. 
 
Research Assistant, Department of Agricultural, Resource and Managerial  Economics, Cornell 
University, 1999-2000. Conducted research on organic agriculture, labeling and information, and 
community development. 
 
Graduate Research Assistant, Center for Rural Studies, University of Vermont, 1995-1997.  
Conducted research in rural community development, including survey design, data analysis, 
grant writing, publication of results. Evaluated Northeast SARE Professional Development 
training. 
 
Teaching Assistant, Department of Agricultural, Resource and Managerial Economics, Cornell 
University. 1998-1999. Taught sections in International Trade and Finance, and Futures and 
Options Trading. 
 
Sustainable Agricultural Technical Trainer, CHP International, Thies, Senegal, 1995 and 1998.  

Designed and conducted the technical component of the 12-week Pre-Service Training for 
 20 Peace Corps Agriculture Trainees. 
Taught soil conservation, seed selection and propagation, gardening, agro-forestry, and 
integrated pest management.  
Earned highest overall evaluation grade for each contract period. 

 
Instructor, CDAE 085, University of Vermont, 1995-1997. Assisted in design and taught class on 
computer applications for undergraduates. 
 

LEADERSHP HIGHLIGHTS: 
President,  Agriculture, Food and Human Values Society, 2021-present. Duties include but were 
not limited to liaising with Board of Directors, organizing annual Society and semi-annual board 
meetings. 
 
Acting Chair, Department of Community Development and Applied Economics (CDAE), 
University of Vermont (UVM), Fall 2021. Duties included but were not limited to department 
budget management, human resources (including tenure and promotion), served as liaison 
between Dean’s office and department faculty and staff. 
 
Coordinator, CDAE Master of Science program, 2015-present. Duties include leading 
recruitment, admissions, retention and assistantship funding efforts and decisions. 
 
Coordinator, NC1198, NC1198: Renewing an Agriculture of the Middle: Value Chain Design, 
Policy Approaches, Environmental and Social Impacts. Multi-State Hatch Project. Led efforts to 
create and manage this project, including writing and submitting proposal, coordinating and 
reporting on annual meeting. 2017-2018. 
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Chair and Advising Coordinator, UVM Food Systems Graduate Program Thesis and Project 
Committee, 2016-2020. 
 
Chair, UVM College of Agriculture and Life Sciences (CALS) Faculty Standards Committee, 
2014-2015, 2020-2021 
 
Chair, UVM CALS Graduate Studies Steering Committee, 2016 
 
Chair, Membership Committee and Member, Council, Agriculture Food and Human Values 
Society, 2011-present 
 
Coordinator,  NC1036, “Research and Education Support for the Renewal of an Agriculture of 
the Middle”, 2009-2010. Coordinated and reported on annual meeting. 

 
AWARDS: 

Carrigan Award for Excellence in Teaching and Undergraduate Education, 2021, University of 
Vermont, College of Agriculture and Life Sciences 
 
Hubert W. Vogelmann Award for Excellence in Research and Scholarship, 2016, University of 
Vermont, College of Agriculture and Life Sciences 
 
North American Colleges and Teachers of Agriculture, Excellence in Teaching, 2014 
 
Vermont Campus Compact, Engaged Educator, 2014 
 
 

PEER REVIEWED JOURNAL PUBLICATIONS: 
 
 
White, A., Faulker, J., Niles, M.  Conner, D. & Mendez, V. (Accepted June 21, 2023). The role 
of farmer networks in supporting adaptive capacity: Opening the door for innovation and 
transformation in the Northeastern US. Elementa: Science of the Anthropocene. 
 
Cunningham, N., Conner, D. & Reynolds, T. (2023). Anchor Institutions and Food Resilience: A 
Multiple Streams Approach. International Journal of  Food System Dynamics 14 (2), 2023, 134-
145. 
 
Quella, L., Chase, L., Conner, D., Reynolds, T.W., & Schmidt C. (2023). Perceived success in 
agritourism: Results from a study of US agritourism operators. The Journal of Rural and 
Community Development, 18(1), 140–158 
 
Whitehouse, C., Conner, D., Chase, L., & Reynolds, T. (2023). The experience of Vermont local 
food businesses during the first year of the COVID-19 pandemic. Journal of Agriculture, Food 
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Systems, and Community Development, 12(2), 201–214. 
https://doi.org/10.5304/jafscd.2023.122.003 
 
Hodgdon, E., Campbell, A., Conner, D., Hoepting, C., Galimberti, A. & Chen, Y. (2022). 
Farm-level Losses and Grower Willingness to Try Management Strategies for Swede Midge 
in Vegetable Crops. HortTechnology 32 (5) 471-478. 
https://doi.org/10.21273/HORTTECH05063-22  
 
 
Wang, W., Hollas, C., Chase, L., Conner, D., & Kolodinsky, J. (2022). Challenges for the 
agritourism sector in the United States: Regional comparisons of access. Journal of Agriculture, 
Food Systems, and Community Development, 11(4), 1–16. 
https://doi.org/10.5304/jafscd.2022.114.003 
 
Hoffelmeyer M, Conner D, Strube J, Hatanaka M, Konefal J, Glenna L 
(2022). Multistakeholder initiatives and their prospects for sustainability: the farmer 
perspective. Renewable Agriculture and Food Systems 37, 399–407. https://doi.org/10.1017/ 
S174217052200004 
 
Cunningham, N., Conner, D., Whitehouse, C., Blair, H., & Krueger, J. (2022). Beyond 
procurement: Anchor institutions and adaptations for resilience. Journal of Agriculture, Food 
Systems, and Community Development, 11(3), 57–73. 
https://doi.org/10.5304/jafscd.2022.113.006 
 
Ostrom, M., Conner, D., Tambet, H., Smith, K., Sirrine, J., Howard, P. and Miller, M.  
(2022). Research and Extension Needs for Craft Cider Apple Growers. HortTechnology 32(2) 
147-157 
 
White, A.C., Faulkner, J.W., Conner, D.S., Mendez, V.E., and M.T. Niles, M.T. (2022) “How 
can you put a price on the environment?” Farmer perspectives on stewardship and payment for 
ecosystem services. Journal of Soil and Water Conservation. April. 
doi:10.2489/jswc.2022.00041 
 
Hatanaka, M., Konefal, J., Strube, J., Glenna, L., & Conner, D. (2022). Performance Metrics, 
Digital Technologies, and Sustainability in Food and Agriculture. Rural Sociology 87(1), 206–
230 DOI: 10.1111/ruso.12415 
 
Strube, J., Glenna, L., Hatanaka, M., Konefal, J., & Conner, D. (2021). How Data-Driven, 
Privately Ordered Sustainability Governance Shapes US Food Supply Chains: The Case of Field 
to Market. Journal of Rural Studiee 86, 684-693. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jrurstud.2021.05.028 
 
Hollas, C., Chase, L., Conner, D.,  Dickes, L., Lamie ,D., Schmidt, C, Singh-Knights, D., and  
Quella, L. (2021). Factors related to profitability of agritourism in the United States: Results 
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from a national survey of operators. Sustainability 13, 13334. 
https://doi.org/10.3390/su132313334 . https://www.mdpi.com/2071-1050/13/23/13334/pdf 
 
White, A.; Faulkner, J.W.; Conner, D.; Barbieri, L.; Adair, E.C.; Niles, M.T.; Mendez, V.E.; 
Twombly, C.R. (2021). Measuring the Supply of Ecosystem Services from Alternative Soil and 
Nutrient Management Practices: A Transdisciplinary, Field-Scale Approach. Sustainability 13, 
10303. https://doi.org/10.3390/su131810303  
 
Robinson, K., Conner, D., Baker, D., Tuck, A., Abrams, L., McAneny, A., Frankenfield, R. and 
Warner, C. (2021). College Student Demand for Humanely Raised Livestock Product: 
Evidence from Vermont. Journal of Food Service Management and Education 15 (2) 24-31. 
 
Quella, L., Chase, L., Conner, D., Reynolds, T., Wang, W., Singh-Knights, D. (2021). Visitors 
and Values: A Qualitative Analysis of Agritourism Operator Motivations Across the US. Journal 
of Agriculture, Food Systems, and Community Development 10 (3) 
 
Becot, F., Parker, J. Conner, D., Pivarnik, L., Richard, N. and Hirsch, D.  (2021). Financially 
able and willing to invest in food safety practices? The example of produce growers in New 
England states (USA). Food Control 119. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.foodcont.2020.107451 
 
Greco, L., Kolodinsky, J., Sitaker, M., Chase, L., Conner, D., Estrin, H., Smith, D., & Van 
Soelen Kim, J. (2020). Farm Fresh Food Boxes: Relationships in Value Chain Partnerships. 
Journal of Agriculture, Food Systems, and Community Development, 9(4), 113–129. 
https://doi.org/10.5304/jafscd.2020.094.012 
 
Conner, D. (2020). Resource Management for Sustainable Food Businesses: Three Vermont 
Case Studies. Journal of Agriculture, Food Systems, and Community Development 9 (3). 
https://doi.org/10.5304/jafscd.2020.093.002  
 
Walsh, J., Parsons, R., Wang, Q. and Conner, D. (2020). What Makes an Organic Dairy Farm 
Profitable? Evidence from 10 Years of  Farm Level Data in Vermont. Agriculture 2020, 10, 17; 
doi:10.3390/agriculture10010017 
https://www.mdpi.com/2077-0472/10/1/17 
 
Conner, D. Becot, F., Kahler, E. Claro, J. and Harlow, A. (2020). Counting local food 
consumption: longitudinal data and lessons from Vermont.  Journal of Agriculture, Food 
Systems, and Community Development.  
https://doi.org/10.5304/jafscd.2020.092.007 
https://www.foodsystemsjournal.org/index.php/fsj/article/view/773/760 
 
Wang, Q., Valchuis, L. Thompson, E., Conner, D. and Parsons, R. (2019). Consumer Support 
and Willingness to Pay for Electricity from Solar, Wind, and Cow Manure in the 
United States: Evidence from a Survey in Vermont. Energies 2019, 12(23), 4467; 
https://doi.org/10.3390/en12234467  
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https://www.mdpi.com/1996-1073/12/23/4467 
 
Conner, D., Harrington, H., Heiss, S. and Berlin, L. (2019). How can Food Hubs best serve their 
buyers? Perspectives from Vermont. Journal of Hunger and Environmental Nutrition. DOI: 
10.1080/19320248.2019.1683114 
  
Konefal, J., Hatanaka, M., Strube, J., Glenna, L. and Conner, D. (2019). Sustainability 
Assemblages: From Metrics Development to Metrics Implementation in United States 
Agriculture. Journal of Rural Studies. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jrurstud.2019.10.023 
 
Conner, D. , Falkner, A., Lantieri, N., McGavisk, B. and McShea, B. (2018). Stakeholder 
Perceptions of Campus Sustainability Efforts: Lessons from  
Vermont. Sustainability 10 (11), 3849; https://doi.org/10.3390/su10113849 
https://www.mdpi.com/2071-1050/10/11/3849 
 
Gerlicz, A., Méndez, V., Conner, D, Baker , D. and Christel, D.  (2018) Use and perceptions of 
alternative economic activities among smallholder coffee farmers in Huehuetenango and El 
Quiché departments in Guatemala, Agroecology and Sustainable Food Systems, DOI: 
10.1080/21683565.2018.1532480  
 
Conner, D. and Demchak, K. (2018). Farmer Perceptions of Tunnels for Berry Production: 
Management and Marketing Implications. HortTechnology 28 (6)  706-710.  
DOI: https://doi.org/10.21273/HORTTECH04147-18 
 
Conner, D., Simmen, M. and Irwin, E. (2018).  Exploring Demand for Eco-labeled Dairy Product 
Attributes in Vermont. British Food Journal,120 (12) 2857-2867. https://doi.org/10.1108/BFJ-
05-2018-0305 
 
Brekken, C., Peterson, H., King, R. and Conner, D. (2018). Writing a Recipe for Teaching 
Sustainable Food Systems: Lessons from Three University Courses. Sustainability 2018, 10(6), 
1898; https://doi.org/10.3390/su10061898  
https://www.mdpi.com/2071-1050/10/6/1898 
 
Fabien-Ouellet, N. and Conner, D. (2018). The Identity Crisis of Hard Cider. Journal of Food 
Research 7 (2). 
 
Becot, F., Bradshaw, T and Conner, D. (2018). Growing Apples for the cider industry in the U.S. 
Northern Climate of Vermont: Does the Math add up? ActaHorticultura 1205, 461-468 
 
Pivarnik, L., Richard, N, Wright-Hirsch, D., Becot, F., Conner, D and Parker, J.  (2018). Small 
and Medium Scale New England Produce Growers’ Knowledge, Attitudes and Implementation 
of On-farm Food Safety.  Food Protection Trends 38 (3) 156-170. 
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Conner, D., Sims, K., Berkfield, R. and Harrington, H. (2018). Do farmers and other suppliers 
benefit from sales to food hubs? Evidence from Vermont. Journal of Hunger and Environmental 
Nutrition 13(4) 507-516. https://doi.org/10.1080/19320248.2017.1378602 
 
  
Porter, J. Conner, D. Kolodinsky, J. and Trubek, A. (2017). Get Real: an analysis of student 
preference for real food. Agriculture and Human Values 34 (4) 921-932. 

Conner, D. Becot, F. and Imrie, D. (2017). Critical Reflections on the USDA Local Food 
Economics Toolkit. Journal of Agriculture, Food Systems, and Community Development 7(2). 

Schattman, R., Conner, D., & Méndez, V.E.. (2016). Farmer perceptions of climate change risk 
and associated on-farm management strategies in Vermont, northeastern U.S. For Elementa: 
Science of the Anthropocene. 
https://www.elementascience.org/articles/10.12952/journal.elementa.000131/ 

Conner, D. S., Miller, J., Zia, A., Wang, Q., & Darby, H. (2016). Conjoint Analysis of Farmers’ 
Response to Conservation Incentives. Sustainability 2016, 8(7), 684; 
https://doi.org/10.3390/su8070684 
https://www.mdpi.com/2071-1050/8/7/684/htm 

Becot, F., Conner, D., Imrie, D. and Ettman, K. (2016). Assessing the Impacts of Local Hospital 
Food Procurement: Results from Vermont. Journal of Foodservice Management and Education 
10 (1) 1-7. 

Conner, D. and Garnett, B. (2016). Economic and Environmental Drivers of Fruit and Vegetable 
Intake Among Socioeconomically Diverse Adults in Vermont. Journal of Hunger and 
Environmental Nutrition 11 (2) 263-271. 

Becot, F., Bradshaw, T. and Conner, D. (2016). Apple Market Expansion through Value-added 
Hard Cider Production: Current Production and Prospects in Vermont.  HortTechnology 26 (2) 
220-229. 

Conner, D., DeWitt, R., Inwood, S. and Archer, M. (2016). Social Responsibility and 
Community Development in Vermont’s Food Business Sector. Journal of Food Research 4 (6) 
93-103 

Matts, C. Conner, D., Tyler, S. and Fisher, C. Hamm, M. (2016). Farmer perspectives of Farm to 
Institution in Michigan: 2012 survey results of vegetable farmers. Renewable Agriculture and 
Food Systems 31 (1) 60-71 

Becot, F., Conner, D. and Kolodinsky, J. (2015). Where do Agri-Food Entrepreneurs Learn their 
Job and are there Skills they wished they had Learned? International Journal of 
Entrepreneurship and Innovation 16 (3)  207-216. 
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Helling, A., Conner, D., Heiss, S. and Berlin, L. (2015). Economic Analysis of Climate Change 
Best Management Practices in Vermont Agriculture. Agriculture 5, 879-900 

Valchuis L., Conner D., Berling, L. and Wang, Q. (2015). Stacking Beliefs, and Participation in 
Alternative Food Systems Journal of Hunger & Environmental Nutrition 10 (2) 214-229. 

Conner, D., Becot, F., Kolodinsky, J., Resnicow, S. and Finley Woodruff, K. (2014). Fostering 
the Next Generation of Agri-food Entrepreneurs in Vermont: Implications for University Based 
Education. NACTA Journal, 58 (3), 221-229.  

Heiss, S., Conner, D., Sevoian, N., & Berlin, L. (2014). Farm to Institution Programs: 
Organizing Practices that Enable and Constrain Vermont’s Alternative Food Supply Chains. 
Agriculture and Human Values. 32(1), 87-97 doi: 10.1007/s10460-014-9527-1 

Becot, F., Conner, D., Nelson, A., Buckwalter, E. and Erickson, D. (2014). Institutional Demand 
for Locally-Grown Food in Vermont: Marketing Implications for Producers and Distributors. 
Journal of Food Distribution Research 45(2) 99-117. 

LeBlanc, J., Conner, D., McRae, G. and Darby, H. (2014). Building Resilience in Nonprofit 
Food Hubs. Journal of Agriculture, Food Systems, and Community Development. 4(3), 121-
135. 

Conner, D., Sevoian, N. Heiss, S. and Berlin, L. (2014).  The Diverse Values and 
Motivations of Vermont Farm to Institution Supply Chain Actors. Journal of Agricultural 
and Environmental Ethics 27, 695-713. 

Becot, F., Conner, D., Kolodinsky, J. and Mendez, V. (2014). Measuring the costs of 
production and pricing on diversified farms: Juggling decisions amidst uncertainties. Journal 
of the American Society of Farm Managers and Rural Appraisers. 171-194. 

Getter, K., Behe, B. Howard, P. and Conner, D. (2014). Pasture-raised milk: the market for a 
differentiated product. Journal of Food Products Marketing 20:146–161. 

Conner, D., Estrin, H. and Becot, F. (2014). High School Harvest: Combining Food Service 
Training and Institutional Procurement. Journal of Extension 52 (1) 1IAW7. 
http://www.joe.org/joe/2014february/iw7.php 
 
Thilmany, D., Conner, D., Curtis, K., Liang, K., Mulik, K., O’Hara, J., Sullins, M., & Woods, T. 
(2013). Researching market and supply-chain opportunities for local foods systems: Setting 
priorities and identifying linkages. Journal of Agriculture, Food Systems, and Community 
Development. 3(4):131-137, http://dx.doi.org/10.5304/jafscd.2013.034.018 
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Buckley, J., Conner, D., Matts, C. and Hamm, M. (2013). Social relationships and farm-to-
institution initiatives: complexity and scale in local food systems. Journal of Hunger and 
Environmental Nutrition 8 397-412. 
 
Conner, D., Becot, F., Kahler, E., Sawyer, S. Hoffer, D., and Berlin, L. (2013). Measuring 
Current Consumption of Locally Grown Foods in Vermont: Methods for Baselines and Targets. 
Journal of Agriculture, Food Systems and Community Development 3 (3), 83-94 
 
Becot, F., Nickerson, V., Conner, D. & Kolodinsky, J. (2012). Costs of Food Safety Certification 
on Fresh Produce Farms in Vermont. HortTechnology, 22(5). 705-714. 
 
Roche, E., Buckwalter, E. Conner, D., Kolodinsky, J.,  Berlin, L. and Powers, A. (2012). Social 
Cognitive Theory as a framework for considering farm to school programming. Childhood 
Obesity 8(4) 322-328. 
 
Stanley, L., Colasanti, K. and Conner, D. (2012). A "Real Chicken" Revolution: How Two Large 
Districts are Shifting the School Poultry Paradigm with Scratch Cooking. Childhood Obesity 
8(4), 384-387. 
 
Conner, D., King, B., Kolodinsky, J., Roche, E., Koliba, C. and Trubek, A.  (2012). You can 
know your school and feed it too: Vermont farmers' motivations and distribution practices in 
direct sales to school food services. Agriculture and Human Values. 29 (3) 321-332. 
 
Conner, D., Izumi, B., Liquori, T. and Hamm, M. (2012). Sustainable School Food Procurement 
in Large K-12 Districts: Prospects for Value Chain Partnerships. Agricultural and Resource 
Economics Review 41 (1)100–113. https://doi.org/10.1017/S1068280500004226 
 
 
Waldman, K., Conner, D., Montri, A., Biernbaum, J. and Hamm, M. (2012). Determinants of 
hoophouse profitability: A case study of 12 novice Michigan farmers. HortTechnology 22 (2) 
215-223. 
 
Conner, D., Nowak, A., Berkenkamp, J., Feenstra, G., Van Soelen Kim, J. Liquori, T. and 
Hamm, M. (2011). Value chains and sustainable procurement in large school districts: Scholar 
and practitioner efforts to foster partnerships. Journal of Agriculture, Food Systems and 
Community Development 1 (4). 
http://www.agdevjournal.com/attachments/article/172/JAFSCD_Value_Chains_and_Large_Scho
ol_Districts_June-2011.pdf 
 
Conner, D. King, B., Koliba, C., Kolodinsky, J. and Trubek, A. (2011) Mapping Farm to School 
Networks Implications for Research and Practice. Journal of Hunger and Environmental 
Nutrition, 6 (2) 133-152. 
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Haan, M., Conner, D. and Taylor, P. (2011). Pasture-based Dairying in Michigan: Farmer 
Practices and Needs. Journal of Extension 49 (3). http://www.joe.org/joe/2011june/rb3.php 
 
Conner, D., Montri, A., Waldman, K., Biernbaum, J. and Hamm, M. (2011). Hoophouse 
Contributions to Farm Profitability and Food System Sustainability: Lessons from Michigan. 
Journal of Extension 49 (1). http://www.joe.org/joe/2011february/tt9.php 
 
Conner, D., Abate, G., Liquori, T., Hamm, M. and Peterson H. (2010). Prospects for More 
Healthful, Local and Sustainably Produced Food in School Meals. Journal of Hunger and 
Environmental Nutrition, 5 (4) 416-433. 
 
Conner, D., Waldman, K., Montri, A., Hamm, M. and Biernbaum, J. (2010). Hoophouse 
Contributions to Economic Viability: Nine Michigan Case Studies. HortTechnology  20 (5): 877-
88. 
 
Colasanti, K., Conner, D. S., & Smalley, S. B. (2010). Understanding Barriers to Farmers' 
Market Patronage in Michigan: Perspectives from Marginalized Populations. Journal of Hunger 
and Environmental Nutrition, 5(3), 316-338. 
 
Conner, D., Smalley, S., Colasanti, K. and Ross, R. (2010). Increasing Farmers’ Markets 
Patronage: A Michigan Survey. Journal of Food Distribution Research 41 (2) 26-35. 
 
Conner, D. Colasanti, K., Smalley, S. and Ross, R. (2009). Locally Grown Foods and Farmers 
Markets: Consumer Attitudes and Behaviors. Sustainability, 2, 742-756 
 
Conner, D., Montri, A., Montri, D. and Hamm, M. (2009). Consumer demand for local produce 
at extended season farmers' markets: guiding farmer marketing strategies. Renewable Agriculture 
and Food Systems, 24(4); 251–259. 

Martinez, L., Bingen, J., Conner, D. (2009). Handlers Perspectives on Sourcing Organic Produce 
From the Great Lakes Region. Choices, the magazine of food, farm and resource issues, 24 (3). 
 
Conner, D. and Rangarajan, A. (2009). Production Costs of Organic Vegetable Farms: Two Case 
Studies from Pennsylvania. HortTechnology, 19 (1) 193-196. 
 
Conner, D. and Oppenheim, D. (2008) Demand for Pasture-Raised Livestock Products: Results 
from Michigan Retail Surveys. Journal of Agribusiness, 26 (1) 1-20. 
 
Conner, D. Knudson, W. Hamm, M. and Peterson, C. (2008).  The Food System as an Economic 
Driver: Strategies and Applications for Michigan. Journal of Hunger and Environmental 
Nutrition 3 (4) 371-383. 
 



 

Conner, Page 11 of 32 

Conner, D., Cocciarelli, S., Mutch, B.  and Hamm, M. (2008). Community-Based Food Systems 
in Michigan: Cultivating Diverse Collaborations from the Ground Up. Journal of Extension 46 
(4). http://www.joe.org/joe/2008august/iw1.shtml 
 
Conner, D. Campbell-Arvai, V. and Hamm, M. (2008).  Consumer preferences for pasture-raised 
livestock products: results from Michigan. Journal of Food Distribution Research 39 (2)12-25. 
 
Wright, W., Score, M, and Conner, D. (2008). Food System Makers:  Motivational Frames for 
Renewing Food and Agriculture Through Multi-Stakeholder Collaboration. Journal of the 
Community Development Society, 38 (3):39-59. 
 
Worosz, M., Harris, C.  Knight, A. and Conner, D. (2008). Regulatory Barriers to Sustainability 
in the Specialty Red Meat Sector. Southern Rural Sociology 23 (1) 170-207. 
 
Conner, D. Campbell-Arvai, V. and Hamm, M. (2008) Value in the Values: Opportunities for 
Pasture-raised Livestock Products in Michigan. Renewable Agriculture and Food Systems 23(1) 
62-29 
 
Conner, D. and Levine, R. (2007). Circles of Association: The Connections of Community-
Based Food Systems. Journal of Hunger and Environmental Nutrition 1 (3) 5-25. 
 
Conner, D. (2004). Expressing Values in Agricultural Markets: an Economic Policy Perspective. 
Agriculture and Human Values, 21(1), 27-35. 
 
Conner, D. (2003). Pesticide and Genetic Drift: Alternative Property Rights Scenarios. Choices: 
the magazine of food, farm and resource issues. First Quarter 2003. 

 
Conner, D. (2002). Consumer Preferences for Organic Standards: Does the Final Rule Reflect 
Them? Journal of Sustainable Agriculture, 23 (3) 125-143. 
 
Kolodinsky, J. Wang, Q. and Conner, D. (1998) rBST labeling and notification: lessons from 
Vermont. Choices: the magazine of food, farm and resource issues, 13 (3): 38-40. 
 
Conner, D. and Kolodinsky, J. (1997) Can you teach an old dog new tricks? An evaluation of 
extension training in sustainable agriculture. Journal of Sustainable Agriculture, 10 (4): 5-20.  
 
Kolodinsky, J. and Conner, D. (1997).  Problems, Complaint Action, and Resolution of Problems 
in a Managed Care Health Benefits Plan: Implications for Consumer Education.  Journal of 
Consumer Education, 15:  49-56. 
 
Kolodinsky, J., Conner, D. and Wang, Q. (1997). Who Gets It Right? Consumer Experience with 
Mandatory Labeling of Dairy Products in Vermont." Consumer Interests Annual 43: 96-101. 
 

GRANTS: 
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Sustainability Metrics for Consumer Facing Agriculture.  University of Vermont Food Systems 
Research Center. Conner, Chase, et al. 2023-2026.  $600,000. 
 
Many Hats: All the Roles Food Hub Operators Must Play. USDA AMS Cooperative Agreement. 
Bielaczyc, Conner et al.  2022-2023.  $150,000  
 
Coast To Cow To Consumer: Marine Algae Use To Enhance Milk Production, Mitigate 
Greenhouse Gas Emissions, and Recover Nutrients. Price PI, Greenwood, Conner et al. co-PIs. 
USDA SAS. 2021-2025. $10 million. 

 
Accelerating Food Resilience Through Value Chain Partnerships. Conner (PI). Vermont 
Agricultural Experiment Station (Hatch). 2021-2024. $64,256. 
 
Feeding seaweed to advance the sustainability of organic dairy and aquaculture systems. 
Greenwood PI, Conner, Welsh et al. co-PIs. 2021-2024. USDA OREI, $2,850,000. 
 
Agility in The Face of Disruption: Food Businesses’ Rapid Response to COVID-19.  Conner (PI), 
Chase, Bauerly, et al., 2020-2021. ARS Center for Food Systems Research. $19,892.        
 
Assessing Vermont Farm and Food Producers’ COVID Impacts, Pivots, and Future Needs. Niles 
(PI), Conner (co-PI) et al. ARS Center for Food Systems Research. Total award: $20,000 
  
Seeds of Resilience: Learning from Covid-19 to Strengthen Seed Systems in Vermont. Tobin (PI), 
Conner (co-PI)  et al. ARS Center for Food Systems Research. $20,000. 
 
Seeding Food Resilience Though Anchor Institutions. Conner (PI), Kolodinsky, Reynolds et al. 
USDA NIFA. 2021-2022. $139,952 
 
Enhancing Food Resilience As Disaster Preparedness: The Role Of  Anchor Institution 
Partnerships. Conner (PI), Reynolds, Kolodinsky et al. (co-PIs). Smith-Lever/USDA NIFA. 
2019-2021, $130,513 
 
Apple to Glass: Farm Viability through Craft Cider Supply Chains. Ostrom PI, Conner et al. co-
PIs. USDA NIFA, 2018-2021. $500,000 
 
Critical Success Factors for Small and Medium-Sized Farms with Direct Sales and Agritourism. 
Chase, PI, Conner co-PI. (co-PI). 2017-2021. USDA NIFA, $282,537 
 
Farmer Adoption and Diffusion of Sustainability Metrics and Standards in the United States. 
Hatanaka, PI, Conner, co-PI. USDA NIFA, 2017-2021. $ $358,470 
 
Fostering Wholesale Farmers in Vermont: Management, Finance and Training. Conner (PI). 
Vermont Agricultural Experiment Station (Hatch).2017-2020.  $54,700.  
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Increasing ecosystem services and climate change resilience in dominant agroecosystems of the 
Northeast. Faulkner, PI; Conner co-PI. USDA NIFA, 2014-2017. $499,810 
 
Defining and Overcoming Economic Factors Hindering Adoption of Food Safety Practices By 
Small & Medium Sized Farms In The New England Region. Parker, PI; Conner et al., co-PIs). 
USDA NIFA, 2014-2017, $499,928 
 
Optimizing Protected Culture Environments for Berry Crops Hanson, PI; Conner et al, co-PIs. 
USDA Specialty Crop Research Initiative, 2014-2018. $2.5 million. 
 
Orchard Economic Assessment to Support Vermont Hard Cider. (Bradshaw PI ; Conner co-PI). 
USDA Federal State Market Improvement Program. 2014-2015. $75,380 
 
Apple Market Optimization and Expansion Through Value-Added Hard Cider Production. 
(Bradshaw PI, Conner co-PI). Vermont Working Lands Enterprise Board. 2014-2015. $40,000. 
 
Developing a sustainable pest management program for the invasive swede midge in Brassica 
crops, 2014-2016. (Chen PI; Shelton and Conner). Vermont Specialty Block Grant. $50,000. 
 
Economic Performances and Impacts of Local and Regional Food Systems. (Conner, PI). 
Vermont Agricultural Experiment Station (Hatch). 2014-2017. $61,831. (Hatch) 
 
Economic Impacts of Institutional Local Food Purchases. (Conner, PI). Contract from UVM 
Food Systems Initiative and Fletcher Allen Health Care to measure economic impact of regional 
hospital local food purchases, 2013-2014. $10,000.  
 
From Milking to Marketing:  Evaluating and Promoting Animal Health, Milk Quality and Food 
Safety for Vermont’s On-Farm Artisan Cheesemakers and Value-Added Dairy Producers. 
University of Vermont, 2012-2015. (Barlow, PI, Conner, Heiss et al co-PIs). $300,002 
 
Synergies and Trade-Offs Between Climate Change Adaptation and Mitigation Policy, 
Governance and Agricultural Practice in the Lake Champlain Basin (LCB) of Vermont. 
University of Vermont , 2012-2015. (Mendez, PI, Conner, Zia, Koliba et al., co-PIs). $447,704. 
 
Fostering sustainable livestock production in Vermont: prospects for value chain partnerships. 
Vermont Agricultural Experiment  Station, 2012-2014. (Conner, PI). $34,905 
 
Food system engagement and dietary decisions: quantitative inquiry. Vermont Agricultural 
Experiment  Station (Hatch), 2012-2013. (Conner, PI). $11,239 
 
Enhancing the Sustainability of Food Systems through Service-Learning-Based Education and 
Outreach. USDA NIFA, Agriculture and Food Research Initiative, 2011-2014. (Conner, PI  and 
Williams Howe, co-PI). $300,233. 
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Civic Agriculture and the Engaged Consumer: Prospects for Public Health and Community 
Economic Development. Vermont Agricultural Experiment Station. 2010-2011. $15,000. 
 
Measuring Current Consumption of Locally Grown Foods: Developing and Testing Method. 
University of Vermont Food Systems Minigrant. 2011-2012. ( Kahler, Conner, Hoffer  and 
Berlin, PIs). $11,232. 
 
Farm to Institution: Opportunities for Vermont Vegetable Farmers. Vermont Agricultural 
Experiment Station. 2010-2011 (Hatch). $10,000. 
 
Farm-to-Institution: Guiding Marketing and Pricing Decision for Small and Medium Sized 
Farms. USDA AFRI Prosperity for Small and Medium Sized Farms. 2010-2013. (Conner, PI; 
Matts and Hamm, co-PIs). $ 331,800. 
 
Sustainable Agriculture 2009: Developing Sustainable Agriculture and Food Systems. USDA 
CSREES Special Research Project. 2009-2011. (Hamm, PI; Conner and Smalley, co-PIs). 
$247,988.  
 
Business Plan Development for Hoop House. Project GREEEN. 2009-2010. (Conner, PI). 
$22,000. 
 
Enhancing the Local Food System of Flint/Genesee County: Development of the Food System 
Assessment and Community Network. Ruth Mott Foundation. 2008-2009. (Hamm, PI) $107,800 
 
National Urban School Meals Network. W.K. Kellogg Foundation. 2008-2010. (Hamm, PI). 
$3,500,000 
 
Sustainable Agriculture 2008: Developing Sustainable Agriculture and Food Systems. USDA 
CSREES Special Research Project. 2008-2010. (Hamm, PI; Conner, co-PI). $266,000. 
 
MSU as Catalyst in Farm Business Development. Michigan Agricultural Experiment Station.  
2007-2009. (Conner and Abatekassa, PIs), $15,000 
 
Hoop houses for On- Farms Sale: Economic Viability Analyses. Michigan Agricultural 
Experiment Station, Michigan State University Extension and Project GREEEN (jointly funded). 
2007-2008. (Conner, PI). $37,000. 
 
Constraints to Red Meat Entrepreneurship.  Michigan State University Families and 
Communities Together (FACT) Coalition. 2007-2008. (Harris, PI; Conner , Knight and Worosz , 
co-PIs.) 
 
Enhancing Small and Medium Farm Viability Through Season Extension Technologies. USDA 
CSREES NRI Small and Medium Scale Farm Viability Program. 2006-2009. (Conner ,PI; 
Hamm, co-PI), $269,000  
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Marketing Pasture-raised Animal Products: Guiding Promotion and Pricing.  USDA 
Sustainable Agriculture Special Project. 2006-2007. (Conner, PI). $20,000 
 
Increasing Farmers Market Sales in Michigan. USDA AMS Federal State Market Improvement 
Program. 2006-2008. (Conner, PI; Smalley, co-PI).  $31,000  
 
Evaluation of Watershed Initiative Network Gardening Project.” Part of Michigan Food Stamp 
Nutrition Education. 2006. (Martin ,PI), $9,000 
 
Farmers Markets: A Real Opportunity for Michigan Fruit and Vegetable Growers. NCR-SARE. 
2006-2009. (Bingen, PI). $80,000 
 
Specialty Meat Markets in Michigan  MSU FACT Planning Grant. 2006. (Harris PI), $10,000 
 
Partnering to Cultivate Organic Agriculture in Michigan and the Midwest . USDA Organic 
Transitions. 2006-2008. (Snapp, PI; Bingen, Mutch,  Biernbaum,  Ngouajio, Brewer, co-PIs), 
$940,000.  
 
Northeast Organic Network. USDA  Initiative for Future Agriculture and Food Systems. 2002-
2004. (Rangarajan, PI). $1.2 million. 

 
Robinson Endowment, 2002. Total funding, approximately $500. Received funds to conduct 
experimental auction on consumer preferences for organic standards, as part of dissertation 
research. 

 
USDA and Cooperative State Research, Extension and Education Service. Hatch Proposal NYC-
121401. 2002-2004. Measuring Consumers’ Willingness to pay for Components of Organic 
Standards, 2001. $20,000. Received grant to fund Ph.D. research, experimental auctions, 
publication costs, etc. 
 

 
BOOK CHAPTER: 

Schattman, Rachel; Ernesto Méndez, Katherine Wesdijk, Martha Caswell, David Conner, 
Christopher Koliba, Asim Zia, Stephanie Hurley, Carol Adair, Linda Berlin, Heather Darby 
(Forthcoming) Vermont agricultural resilience in a changing climate: a transdisciplinary and 
participatory action research (PAR) process. Benkeblia, N. (Ed.) Agroecology, ecosystems and 
sustainability . Advances in Agroecology Series. CRC Press/Taylor and Francis. 
 
 

MEDIA COVERAGE: 
Learning by Doing. A service-learning approach to teaching research methods offers important 
lessons in campus sustainability. https://www.uvm.edu/news/cals/learning-doing 
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New UVM Study Reinforces the Value of Food Hubs. 
http://learn.uvm.edu/foodsystemsblog/2018/02/27/food-hubs-increasing-local-food-
sales/?utm_source=rss&utm_medium=rss&utm_campaign=food-hubs-increasing-local-food-
sales 
 
Study: UVM Medical Center food buys help local farmers grow. 
http://www.wcax.com/story/33409465/study-uvm-medical-center-food-buys-help-local-farmers-
grow 

GMO Law Costing Vt. Business Owners. http://www.mychamplainvalley.com/news/gmo-law-
costing-vt-business-owners 
 
Growing Vermont: the Student-operated Store at UVM 
http://www.uvm.edu/~atfence/transcripts/atf_txt_031912.pdf 

Eastern U.P. Farmers Learn To Overcome Challenges of 'Hoop House' Technique. 
http://www.stignacenews.com/news/2009-07-16/news/015.html 
 
Hoophouses in Michigan - The Moores of Engadine, MI . 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ib_wDKnpEqc 
 
 

NON-PEER REVIEWED PUBLICATIONS: 
 
Serrano-Cortés, Neishaly; Whitehouse, Claire; Conner, David Ph.D.; Rodríguez-Pérez, Robinson 
PhD; Cunningham, Naomi M.; Reynolds, Travis Ph.D.; Daigle, Kerry; Desravins, Valery; and 
Kolodinsky, Jane Ph.D., "Food Resilience Toolkit" (2022). College of Agriculture and Life 
Sciences Faculty Publications. 193.  
https://scholarworks.uvm.edu/calsfac/193 
 
Serrano-Cortés, Neishaly; Whitehouse, Claire; Conner, David; Rodríguez-Pérez, Robinson PhD; 
Cunningham, Naomi; Reynolds, Travis Ph.D.; Daigle, Kerry; Desravins, Valery; and 
Kolodinsky, Jane, "Caja de herramientas: Desarrollando resiliencia en el sistema alimentario" 
(2023). College of Agriculture and Life Sciences Faculty Publications. 200.  
https://scholarworks.uvm.edu/calsfac/200 
 
Conner, D. (2022). Transdisciplinary research for wicked problems: a transaction costs 
Approach. Agriculture and Human Values. 
https://doi.org/10.1007/s10460-022-10368-5 
 
Blair, H., Conner, D., Cunningham, N., Krueger, J., & Whitehouse, C. (2021). Information 
sources utilized by Vermont foodservice businesses during the onset of the COVID-19 
pandemic. Journal of Agriculture, Food Systems, and Community Development, 10(4), 225–228. 
https://doi.org/10.5304/jafscd.2021.104.011 



 

Conner, Page 17 of 32 

 
Chase, L., Wang, W., Quella, L., Conner, D., Bartlett, R. (2021). Vermont Agritourism Survey 
Findings. University of Vermont Extension. 
 
Chase, L., Wang, W., Quella, L., Conner, D., Bartlett, R. (2021). US Agritourism Survey 
Findings. University of Vermont Extension. 
 
Roche, E., Becot, F., Kolodinsky, J. and Conner, D. (2016). Economic Contribution 
and Potential Impact of  Local Food Purchases Made by Vermont Schools. Center for Rural 
Studies, University of Vermont, Burlington VT. 
http://vtfeed.org/sites/default/files/imce/uploads/Economic%20Contribution%20of%20Farm%20
to%20School.pdf 

 
McFadden, D., Conner, D., Deller, S., Hughes, D., Meter, K., Morales, A., Schmit, T., Swenson, 
D. Bauman, A., Phillips Goldenberg, M. Hill, Jablonski, B. and Tropp, D. The Economics of 
Local Food Systems: A Toolkit to Guide Community Discussions, Assessments,  
and Choices. U.S. Department of Agriculture, Agricultural Marketing Service, March 2016. 
Web. 
https://www.ams.usda.gov/sites/default/files/media/Toolkit%20Designed%20FINAL%203-22-
16.pdf 
 
Becot, F., Kolodinsky, J. and Conner, D. (2015). The Economic Contribution of the  
Vermont Maple Industry. Center for Rural Studies, University of Vermont, Burlington VT. 
http://vermontmaple.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/03/Maple-Producer-Economic-Contribution-
Report_final.pdf 
 
Conner, D. (2013). Institutional Food Service. Encyclopedia of Agricultural and Food Ethics (P. 
Thompson and D. Kaplan, Editors). 
http://corp.credoreference.com/component/booktracker/edition/10877.html 
 
Conner, D., Kahler, E., Berlin, L. and Hoffer, D. (2011).  Economic Opportunity in Local Food 
Systems: Baselines and Targets. Opportunities for Agriculture Working Paper Series. Volume 2 
Number 1. Food System Research Collaborative at the University of Vermont Center for Rural 
Studies. 
http://www.uvm.edu/foodsystems/documents/workingpapers/vol2/01WorkingPaperConner.pdf 
 
Waldman, K., Conner, D., Montri, A. Hamm, M. and Biernbaum, J. (2010). Hoophouse Farming 
Startup: Economics, Efforts and Experiences of Twelve Novice Farmers. Michigan State 
University Extension Bulletin 3138, December 2010. 
http://www.hoophouse.msu.edu/assets/custom/files/Hoophouse%20Farming%20Startup.pdf 
 
Conner, D. (2010). Model Business Plan for Season Extension with Hoophouses. Michigan State 
University Extension Bulletin 3112, June 2010. 
http://www.mottgroup.msu.edu/uploads/files/59/HoopHouseBulletin.pdf 
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Abate, G., Conner, D., Brayley, D., & Modzelewski, M. (2009a). Learnings from the Lab: 
Sourcing Local Produce in Saint Paul, Minnesota. School Food FOCUS. Retrieved from 
http://www.schoolfoodfocus.org/ site/wp-content/uploads/2010/02/Learnings-from-the-Lab-
Produce-with-RFP.pdf 
 
Abate, G., Conner, D., Brayley, D., & Modzelewski, M. (2009b). Learnings from the Lab: 
Improving Milk in Saint Paul, Minnesota. School Food FOCUS. Retrieved from 
http://www.schoolfoodfocus.org/ site/wp-content/uploads/2010/02/Learnings-from-the-Lab-
Milk-with-survey-results-and-memo.pdf 
 
Conner, D. and Campbell-Arvai. V. (2009). Consumer demand for pasture-raised dairy products: 
Results from Michigan. Journal of Soil and Water Conservation 64 (6) 
 
Abatekassa, G., Conner, D. and Matts, C. (2008). Farm-to-MSU Efforts: Research to Guide 
Closer Ties with Michigan Agriculture. C.S. Mott Group for Sustainable Food Systems, 
Michigan State University. 
http://www.mottgroup.msu.edu/Portals/0/downloads/FarmToMSU%20fianl%20report-rev.pdf 
 
Conner, D. (2008) Eight MSU professors begin new sustainable agriculture research projects. 
New Ag Network Vol. 4, No. 10: September 10, 2008.  
 
Conner, D. and Montri, A. (2008). Hoop houses for season extension: Are they right for you? 
New Ag Network Vol. 5, No. 8: August 13, 2008. http://www.ipm.msu.edu/new-ag/issues08/8-
12.htm#1 
 
Conner, D.  (2007). The Prospects for Pasture-based Agriculture in Michigan: Overview of 
Findings. C.S. Mott Group Handout. 
http://www.mottgroup.msu.edu/Portals/0/PastureBasedAgOverview.pdf 
 
Conner, D. and Montri, A. (2007).Farmer Tips on Hoop House Use. C.S. Mott Group Handout. 
http://www.mottgroup.msu.edu/Portals/mottgroup/downloads/FarmerTips%20handout.pdf 
 
Conner, D. (2007).  Evaluation of the Saginaw County Family Gardening Project. Report of 
Findings from Project Director Interviews. C. S. Mott Group Report. 
http://www.mottgroup.msu.edu/Portals/mottgroup/downloads/ReportForWebsite-
WIN%20Family%20Garden.pdf 
 
Conner, D., Heller, M., Cocciarelli, S. and Hamm, M. (2007). Enhancing the Future of Michigan 
Dairy Farms: An Aid to Rural Revitalization. C.S. Mott Group White Paper. 
http://www.mottgroup.msu.edu/Portals/mottgroup/Opportunities%20in%20Grazing%20Dairy%2
0Farms.pdf 
 
Conner, D. and Hamm, M. (2007). The Economics of Pasture Raised Animal Products:  
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Food, Markets and Community. A white paper of the C.S. Mott Group for Sustainable Food 
Systems at Michigan State University. 
http://www.mottgroup.msu.edu/Portals/0/EconPastureRaisedAg.pdf 
 
Cantrell, P., Conner, D., Erickcek, G. and Hamm, M.W. (2006). Eat Fresh and Grow Jobs, 
Michigan. http://www.mottgroup.msu.edu/portals/1/downloads/EatFresh.pdf. 
 
Conner, D. (2006). The Economic of Organic Vegetable Production. New Ag Network On-line 
Newsletter Vol. 3 Number 1, April 12, 2006. http://www.new-ag.msu.edu/#2 
 
Conner, D. and Mabaya, E. (2006). Consumer Preferences for Organic and Fair-Trade 
Chocolate: Implications for Sustainable Agriculture in the Developing World. Staff Paper SP 
2006-02, Department of Applied Economics and Management, Cornell University, Ithaca NY  
14853-7801. 
 
Conner, D., Smalley, S., Hamm, M. and Williams, D.  (2005). Pasture-based Agriculture: 
Opportunities for Public Research Institutions. Summary of findings from Animals in the Food 
System conference. C.S. Mott Group Occasional White Paper  
 
Conner, D. (2005). Marketing Pasture-raised Animal Products: Opportunities and Obstacles. 
Michigan Hay and Grazier, Fall 2005. Michigan Forage Council. 
 
Conner, D. (2005). The Science and Business of Pasture-Based Farming. Small Farm Quarterly, 
January 10, 2005, p.9. 
 
Conner, D. (2004). Shortcuts to Measuring Crop Profitability: Are They Misleading? Smart 
Marketing, May 2004. 
 
Conner, D., Ford, M., Fowler-Decatur, E., Mabaya, E. and Robinson, K.  (2003). Ithaca Fine 
Chocolates. Case Study, Emerging Markets Program, Department of Applied Economics and 
Management, Cornell University, Ithaca NY  14853-7801 
 
Conner, D. (2003). Community Supported Agriculture Pricing and Promotion Strategies: 
Lessons from Two Ithaca NY Area Farms. Extension Bulletin, Department of Applied 
Economics and Management, Cornell University, Ithaca NY  14853-7801 (EB 2003-7). 
 
Conner, D. (2003). Marketing Strategies of Exemplary Organic Farmers. Smart Marketing, June 
2003. 
 
Conner, D. (2002). Prospects for the Market for Locally Grown Organic Food in the Northeast 
US. Research Bulletin, Department of Applied Economics and Management, Cornell University, 
Ithaca NY  14853-7801 (RB 2002-12). 
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Conner, D. 2002. Does the Organic Label Really Mean What Consumers Want It To Mean? 
Smart Marketing, September 2002. 
 

PUBLICATIONS IN CONFERENCE PROCEEDINGS: 
Sevoian, N. and Conner, D. (2012) “Providing the Local Story of Produce to Consumers at 
Institutions in Vermont: Implications for Supply Chain Members.” Journal of Food Distribution 
Research 43 (1) 75-80  
 
Conner, D., Montri, A. and Hamm, M. (2009). Demand for Local Produce from Passive Solar     
Greenhouses: Contributions to Sustainable Food Systems. Journal of Food Distribution 
Research 25 (1) 47-52 
 
Martinez, L., Conner, D., Bingen, J. and Reardon, E. (2009). Great Lakes Organic Produce in 
Wholesale and Retail Grocery Outlets: Opportunities and Challenges from Michigan. Journal of 
Food Distribution Research 25 (1) 118-122. 
 
Conner, D. (2004). Beyond Organic: Information Provision for Sustainable Agriculture in a 
Changing Market. Journal of Food Distribution Research 35 (1) 34-39. 
 
Conner, D. and Christy, R. (2004). The Organic Label: How to Reconcile its Meaning with 
Consumer Preferences. Journal of Food Distribution Research 35 (1) 40-43. 
 
Conner, D. (2003). The Organic Label: Does The USDA Definition Conform To Consumer 
Preferences? In Lockeretz, W., Editor, Ecolabels and the Greening of the Food Market, 
Proceedings of a Conference, Boston MA, November 7-9, 2002. Tufts University, Boston, MA, 
35-40. 
 
Conner, D. and Christy, R. (2002). Consumer Preferences for Organic Standards: Guiding 
Demand Expansion Strategies for Organic Food. Journal of Food  
Distribution Research 33 (1) 46-51. 

 
INVITED PRESENTATIONS: 

“Food Resilience in Vermont and Puerto Rico.” Conner D. and Whitehouse, C. Farm to Plate 
Annual Gathering , November 2022 
 
“Farmer Perceptions of Raspberry and Strawberry Production In Tunnels: Management and 
Marketing Implications.” Presented to the 2020 Wisconsin Fresh Fruit & Vegetable Conference. 
(via Zoom). January 28, 2020. 
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“Food Hubs and Community Development in Vermont.” Presented to the Department of 
Agricultural Economics and Rural Sociology, University of Puerto Rico, Mayaguez, PR, March 
14, 2019. 

“Fostering the Next Generation of Agri-food Entrepreneurs in Vermont.” Presented to Vermont 
Farm to Plate Third Annual Gathering October 29, 2013. Killington VT. 

“What does Success look like?” Presented to Farm to Institution New England Fall Forum 
November 22, 2013, Sturbridge MA. 

“Market Development for New Farmers: Implications for Service Providers.” Presented to UVM 
Extension New Farmer Program Training, Montpelier, VT, September 5, 2013. 

“Food Systems Collaboration in Vermont “ Presented to Open Forum to Strengthen 
Collaborations between Research, Outreach and Education for the Northeast Food System 
(webinar). May 31, 2012. 

“Local Food Metrics: Whys, Hows and Lessons Learned.” Presented to the Northeast 
Sustainable Agriculture Working Group annual meeting, Saratoga NY, February 12, 2013. 

“Experiential Learning at UVM.” Presented to the Counselor in Vermont symposium, University 
of Vermont Admissions, January 25, 2013. 

“Keys to Hoophouse Success.” Presented to Purdue Extension for High Tunnel Crop Talk 
(Webinar) June 18, 2012. 

“Pointers on Marketing to Schools and Institutions.” Presented to Mid-Atlantic Fruit and 
Vegetable Convention, January 31, 2012, Hershey, PA 

“Sustainable School Food Procurement: Knowledge and Relationships,” Presented to the School 
Food FOCUS Annual Meeting, June 3, 2011, Denver, CO. 

“Emerging Research in Farm to School: Needs and Issues.” Presented to the Food Assistance 
and Nutrition Research Conference: Emerging Issues and Recent Findings. USDA Economic 
Research Service, Washington DC, September 24, 2010. 
 
“Evaluating Effective Partnerships.” Presented to the Research and Evaluation Short Couse, 
Farm to Cafeteria Conference, Detroit MI, May 17, 2010. 
 
“Participatory and Experiential Learning Approaches in Supply Chain Research: The School 
Food Learning Lab.” Presented to the Annual Meeting of the Food Distribution Research 
Society, Broomfield CO, November 2, 2009. http://fdrs.ag.utk.edu/09conf/Conner.pdf 
 
“How to Develop and Implement Strong Integrated Projects: The Michigan Hoop House 
Project.” Presented to the Project Directors’ meeting of USDA CSREES NRI Small and Medium 
Scale Farm Viability Program, Milwaukee, WI.  July 27, 2009. 
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“Does Year-round Hoop House Production Pencil Out?” Presented to the Oregon State 
University Extension Small Farms Conference , Corvallis OR, February 17, 2008 
 
“Economics of Hoop House Construction and Winter Production.” Presented to the Indiana 
Horticulture Congress, Indianapolis, IN, January 31, 2007. 
 
“Marketing Strategies for Pasture-raised Livestock Products,” MIFFS Family Farm conference, 
Battle Creek MI, March 17, 2006. 
 
“Marketing Strategies for Pasture-Raised Pork.” Presented at the 2006 Niche Pork Conference, 
Michigan State University Extension, Kalamazoo, MI, February 17, 2006. 
 
“The Economics of Organic Vegetable Production.” Presented to the Beginning Organic Farmers 
Workshop, Purdue University Extension, West Lafayette, IN, Feb. 1, 2006 
 
“Food with a Story: Marketing Strategies for Pasture-Based Meat Products.” Presented to the 
Beginning Organic Farmers Workshop, Purdue University Extension, West Lafayette, IN, Feb. 
1, 2006 
 
“Pros and Cons of State Meat Inspection.” Presented to Chippewa County Community Food 
Partnership, Goetzville, MI, September 30, 2005. 
 
“Overview of the Economics of Organic Tree Fruit Production.” Presented to Fruit Tree Organic 
Workshop, The Sail Inn, Benzonia, MI, March 14, 2005. Hosted by Northwest Michigan 
Horticultural Research Station and MSU Extension. 
 
“The Current State of Organic Meat Processing in Michigan.” Presented to the Michigan Organic 
Conference, Michigan State University, East Lansing, MI, March 5, 2005. 
 
“Information and Labeling to Promote Sustainable Agriculture: Are They Enough?” to 
Ecological Farm and Food Stewardship, Michigan State University. February 4, 2005, East 
Lansing, MI. 
 
“Values Based Value Chains: Opportunities for Michigan Agriculture” to West Michigan 
Environmental Action Council. September 29, 2004, Grand Rapids, MI (with Susan Smalley). 
“Organic Vegetable Enterprise Budgets.” Presented to Pennsylvania Association for Sustainable 
Agriculture/Northeast Organic Network Field Day, October 13, 2003, at Beech Grove Farm, 
Trout Run, PA. 
 
“Economic Measurements for Organic Farmers. Presented to Pennsylvania Association for 
Sustainable Agriculture/Northeast Organic Field Day, July 9, 2003, at Spiral Path Farm, 
Loysville, PA. 
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PRESENTATIONS TO PROFESSIONAL MEETINGS: 

Cunningham N. and Conner, D. “Lasting Perceptions of Resilience? Anchor Institutions, Local 
Foods, and the impact of COVID-19” Farm To Institution New England Summit, April 8th, 
2021. 
 
Chase, L., Wang, W. Conner, D., Leff, P., Messer, C., Quella, L., Singh-Knights, D., Stewart, M. 
(2020). Agritourism Success Factors for Entrepreneurship and Community Development. Peer-
reviewed presentation at the National Association of Community Development Extension 
Professionals (NACDEP) Conference. Portsmouth, NH: June 1-4. 
 
Conner, D. and Feenstra, G., et al. (2020 May) Critical Factors to Agritourism Success: Multi-
State Perspectives. Abstract accepted for 2020 Annual Agricultural Food and Human Values 
Society Annual Meeting. 
 
Chase, L., Leff, P., Messer, C., Singh-Knights, D., Stewart, M., Conner, D., Quella, L., and 
Wang, W. (2019). Multi-State Survey on Critical Success Factors for Agritourism. Peer-
reviewed presentation at Sustainable Tourism and Outdoor Recreation Conference organized by 
the National Extension Tourism Design Team. Astoria, OR: October 8-12, 2019. 
 
Quella, L., Chase, L., Conner, D., Wang, W., Leff, P., Stewart, M., Singh-Knights, D., 
Reynolds, T., & Messer, C. (2019, July). Critical success factors for agritourism on small and 
medium farms: a multistate lens. Paper presented at the meeting of the Agricultural & Applied 
Economics Association, Atlanta, GA. 
 
Quella, L., Conner, D., Chase, L. (2019). Critical Success Factors for Agritourism and Direct 
Sales on Small and Medium Farms. Peer reviewed presentation. Agriculture, Food, & Human 
Values Society and Association for the Study of Food and Society Joint Annual Conference, 
Anchorage, AK: June 26-29, 2019. 
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